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Vision through imagination, teamwork and adventure

Tandem Team Program Description
A program of tandem bicycle riding for those with vision challenges.

Eligibility:  Blind or visually impaired stokers (rear seat position), and tandem captains (aka pilots) to team with them, to enjoy the simple pleasures of bicycling.  Single cyclists are invited to join the club, and may become tandem captains.
The Blind Stokers Club has roots from the first Cycling for Sight tour in 2005.  The BSC applies principles of setting and attaining a goal, fundraising, mentoring, teamwork, along with the joy and freedom of bicycling and the adventure of travel with a group.  All together, BSC members have pedaled countless member miles, to healthier and more fulfilling lifestyles.
Tandeming is a team sport, and requires 2 teammates (stoker and captain) to be matched in size, goals, and personality.  Each stoker in the program will be matched with a captain and tandem, with the intent that all 3 join together as a team, during training rides and events throughout the year.  Each captain serves as a cycling mentor and coach for his/her stoker teammate.

The BSC holds about 2 club rides per month, with usual ride distances between 25 and 50 miles, lasting 3 to 5 hours, plus added time for transit to/from ride location and snack or social add-ons.  Riders joining the BSC should be prepared to train to meet these goals.  The annual BSC Ride & Activity Calendar contains a mix of training rides to support events and other special feature cycling and non-cycling activities, and can be downloaded from the BSC website (Members/Guests page); each ride is also posted on Facebook.  A club Carpool Plan ensures that all stokers have transport to/from all club rides.
Club Participant Responsibilities Pledge

· Captains and stokers have responsibilities for maintaining communication with their partners and club-mates, and for ensuring that the 3 essential components are prepared and transported to designated activity locations for rides.  Primary club communications are via Facebook, website and direct email.  Each club member should have computer, email and phone access.

· Each participant and team makes a pledge to participate in BSC rides and activities for the calendar year, including the annual Cycling for Sight tour.  Teams are expected to supplement the base BSC rides with individual and team training as desired, for reaching goals.

BSC Benefits and Responsibilities (A=All; S=Stokers; C=Captains)
The BSC has no member fees nor dues.  Instead, each member should be aware of responsibilities and benefits that go hand-in-hand with club membership.

Applicability codes:  (S) Stoker; (C ) Captain; (A) All.
Benefits

(S) annual Stoker Outfitting shopping spree

(S) Carpool to/from all BSC rides/activities

(S,C) Premium event opportunities and fees
(S,C) Dedicated tandem partner to ride and train with

(C) Tandem loaner bike (club resources)

(A) BSC-CFS jersey, water bottle, and other logo gear
(A) SD Bike Coalition membership

(A) BSC discounts on equipment and activities

(A) BSC annual Rollout Picnic

(A) Roadtrips and non-cycling activities

(A) Community service opportunities

(A) BSC website and social media artifacts and network access

(A) Personal growth from engagement with fellowship of members

Responsibilities

(S,C) Share annual cycling program with BSC tandem partner

(A) Adhere to the BSC Responsibilities Pledge (Program Description) and Code of Standards (website “Members” page).
(A) Support stoker carpool plan

(A) Participate in BSC Ride & Activity program calendar of events

(A) Participate and fundraise in annual Cycling for Sight (CFS)

(A) (Collectively) Serve in BSC Coordinator and support roles

(A) Be a character representative of the organization

(A) Complete “Smart Cycling” course; register at https://sdbikecoalition.org/smart-cycling
Interested participants should complete the Blind Stokers Club Application online by clicking the “JOIN HERE” icon at www.blindstokersclub.org, and answer the fill-ins.
Keep connected with people and activities on the BSC Facebook page at www.Facebook.com/BlindStokersClub .
Contact the BSC Director by email at director@blindstokersclub.org
